Creating a community of caring for families with special needs.
When parents are faced with the realization that their child has a disability or chronic illness, life is significantly changed. There can be tremendous emotional and economic stress as families seek diagnosis and treatment and face a bewildering search for appropriate programs. Uncertainty about the future and frustration with the present often leave caregivers overwhelmed. For these fragile families, a philosophy of family-centered care in their community is important. Ideally, this seamless system should offer continuity of care from birth through the childhood years and bridge medical, educational, and social services. Only in this environment can we assure that we are saving not only the infant but also the family.